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L 21 gallery Madrid announces the solo exhibition by Rafa Forteza (Mallor-
ca, 1955) “Pull or lengthen your nose” where the artist presents sculptures 
that have been created over the last 25 years. There have been numerous 
shows of Rafa Forteza´s paintings, but his sculptures, however, are less 
known. “Pull or lengthen your nose” is a personal exhibition in which he 
shows a more subjective work which he constantly experiments with. They 
are works which have been articulated from small elements which the artist 
joins, ensembles and sticks. They are very open pieces and in continuous 
flux– their creative process end when the piece leaves the artist´s hands. 
On this occasion, the artist decides to give the spectator the chance of dis-
covering a very intimate space in its production. Some of the sculptures sit 
on pedestals made from the boxes used for transporting them and the spec-
tator perceives the silence in that which is not shown.

The sculptures come from different periods and even though they are not a 
series and each one Works perfectly on its own, it is possible to put them 
together as theirs is a common language. They have been created from an 
alphabet
which Forteza has been obtaining and developing, they talk to each other 
and to the artist who listens to them to understand them and complete them. 
It is they that ask for modifications and wait for him. The vocabulary is the 
same from his beginnings in sculpture tied with string up to the present 
ones, joined with paste, but the concept of wrapping is the same.

Forteza is not interested in showing his works in a guided or tutorial fashion 
and that is why the sculptures are shown, accumulated on one of the walls 
of the gallery, breaking the concept of a given route. Additionally, this mon-
tage facilitates the dialogue amongst all of them. As an artist, he has always 
wanted to look further than his nose and to go beyond his own limits. For 
him it´s necessary that the spectator does the same. There are no instruc-
tions to understand his works. The artist takes the spectator´s nose and 
pulls it so it goes where it´s never been before and you look at his work...
and you start to understand his language...and finally you speak to it...and 
it speaks to you.

Rafa Forteza´s works are found in pretigious collections worldwide such as 
MOMA (New York), MNCARS (Madrid) and the Pompidou Centre (París), 
amongst others. In 2016, the contemporary arts museum Es Baluard in 
Palma de Mallorca, will show a wide retrospective of his work.

Maria Garcia-Ruiz Nicolau
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Installation view of “Pull 
or lengthen your nose”, 
L 21 Madrid, 2015
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Installation view of “Pull 
or lengthen your nose”, 
L 21 Madrid, 2015
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LENGTHEN II, 2014

Plastic, wood, marble, 
glass and rope

38 x 21 x 18  cm
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PACKAGE III, 2014

Fabric, plastic and wood

16 x 26 x 15 cm
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LENGTHEN I, 2000 - 
2014

Patinated bronze

34 x 13 x 13 cm 
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LENGTHEN I, 2000 - 
2014

(Detail) 
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COLUMN II, 2014

Acrylic and acrylic resin 
on tin

25 x 13 x 13 cm 
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COLUMN II, 2014

(Detail)
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LENGTHEN II, 2000- 
2014

Bronze can and fabric

29 x 13 x 15 cm
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LENGTHEN II, 2000- 
2014

(Detail)
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LENGTHEN  I, 2014

Acrylic resin, funnel, 
wood clamps

26 x 14 x 14 cm 
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LENGTHEN I, 2014

(Detail)
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LENGTHEN IV, 2014

Acrylic resin, wood and 
glass

27 x 28 x 25 cm
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LENGTHEN IV

(Detail)
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TRIHEDRON, 2014

Wood, acrylic resin and 
fabric

73 x 18 x 15 cm
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TRIHEDRON, 2014

(Detail)
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TRIHEDRON, 2014

(Detail)
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I-A, 2014

Plastic, acrylic resin, 
wood and fabric

27 x 25 x 40 cm 
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PULL III, 2014

Acrylic resin, wood, 
metal clamps and 
funnel

48 x 23 x 23 cm
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OBELISK I, 2014

Acrylic paste, wood and 
ceramics

67 x 12,5 x 12, 5 cm 
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OBELISK II, 2014

Acrylic paste, wood and 
ceramics

57 x 13 x 13 cm 
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PACKAGE II, 2014

Fabric, rope, foam, 
acrylic and wood

13 x 17 x 25 cm
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COLUMN I, 2014

Acrylic and acrylic resin 
on tin

36 x 14 x 13  cm  
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UNTITLED (DORT-
MUND O1), 1992

Fabric, wood, meter, 
metal, porcelain and 
glass

21 x 23 x 24 cm 
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UNTITLED (DORT-
MUND O1), 1992

(detail)
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THE DEFENSE OF 
INDOLENCE, 2008

Wood, canvas, fabric, 
rope, taliandesa sword 
and wheels

116 x 120 x 24 cm 
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Installation view of “Pull 
or lengthen your nose”, 
L 21 Madrid, 2015
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Installation view of “Pull 
or lengthen your nose”, 
L 21 Madrid, 2015
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Installation view of “Pull 
or lengthen your nose”, 
L 21 Madrid, 2015 
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PACKAGE I, 2010

Wood, metal, acrylic, 
plaster, flanera, 
cardboard, fabric and 
plastic

46 x 37,5 x 24 cm 
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PACKAGE I, 2014

(detail)
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Rafa Forteza (Palma de Mallorca, 1935). From the threshold of painting, Rafa 
Forteza makes an effort to convert his pieces in funnels, allowing a plurality of 
perceptions and interpretations. A funnel is a visionary tool which opens up the 
fissure which conducts us from the infinite magma of forms and colours to the 
sparkling outward appearance of his works. These are paintings and sculptures 
which call for a demanding spectator who is familiar with the big issues of contem-
porary art. There’s nothing permanent nor irrefutable in Forteza’s artistic universe, 
for him, art doesn’t have rules and is subject to constant changes. He works con-
stantly in his artworks, which are only finished once they leave his studio.

He studied architecture and Fine Arts at the University of Barcelona (Barcelona) in 
1982. In 2016 he will held a retrospective exhibition at the Museum Es Baluard 
(Palma de Mallorca). He has exhibited individually in the L21 gallery (Madrid) in 
2015, L21 (Palma) in 2014, in Ediciones 6ª Obra gráfica (Palma) in 2012 at the 
Russian State Museum of Russian St. Petersburg (Russia) in 2011; in 2010 in the 
Kewenig Gallery (Palma) and Pelaires Cultural Centre (Palma); in 2008 Station 
Sankt Peter Kunst, Cologne (Germany) and Juan Silió Gallery (Santander), Gal-
erie Frank Henseleit in Cologne (Germany) in 2007; Münchner Künsstlerhaus in 
Munich (Germany) in 2006; in the Gallery Miguel Marcos (Barcelona) in 2005; 
Foundation Pilar i Joan Miró a Mallorca (Palma) 2004; in the Casal Solleric (Pal-
ma) in 2002; RIJK Gallery in The Hague (Netherlands) in 1999; in 1997 he did a 
joint project with the Pelaires, Xavier Fiol and Altair (Palma) galleries; in 1995 at 
the Gallery Tristan Barbarà (Barcelona) and Milton Keynes (Great Britain); Decou-
verts in 1994 (Paris) in Oniris Gallery Rennes (France) and the Cultural Centre “Sa 
Nostra” (Palma); in 1993 in LeBihan and Garnier space Rennes (France) and 
Collin Space Nantes (France); in 1991 en the Museu d’Art Modern de Collioure 
(France) and Van de Velde Gallery Aalst (Belgium); in 1990 in the Gallery Laurens 
A. Daane Amsterdam (Netherlands) and in the Gallery Editor Taché (Barcelona); 
in the Gallery Ferran Cano in 1989 and 1988 (Palma); in 1987 at the Athena Gal-
lery (Barcelona) and Angel Romero Gallery (Madrid); in 1985 at the Galerie Magda 
Lazarus (Tenerife); and in 1982 at Galería 4 Gats (Palma)

His work can be found in the collections of MoMA (New York), the Centro Nacional 
de Arte Reina Sofía (Madrid), at the Centre Pompidou in Paris (France) in the 
Deutschbank Collection at the Musée d’Art Moderne de Collioure (France) in 
Münchner Kunstlerhaus Stiftung in Munich (Germany), Peter Stuyvensant Foun-
dation in Paris (France), at the Museu del Cinema (Girona), in the Museu d’Art 
Modern i Contemporani Es Baluard (Palma) in the Museu d’Art Modern in Ceret 
(France), in the Postal and Telegraph Museum (Madrid), in the National Engraving 
Museum (Madrid), in the Col-lecció “la Caixa” (Barcelona), in ONO Collection (Ma-
drid ) in Fundació Joan Brossa (Barcelona), at Fundació Pilar i Joan Miró a Mallor-
ca (Palma) in AENA Foundation (Madrid); and Council of Palma.



francesco@l21gallery.com
 +34 915 395 398

www.l21gallery.com


